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e L!'.E}t.nd of Anais Min is true,
There have been many fanciful
distortions of her Tife and work,

but the facts are even mere inter-
zs'c.i-nﬁ.

Her life has been divided bebween
Europe and America. Her earliest
childhood was spent in various
parts of Europe until her arvival
in the United Stales at the age of
{1. She Taker returnced to Tive in
Paris with hor husband, Tan i'ﬁlgﬁ.,
nated engeaver and mavie maler,
until he war forced thewn to Teave,
She hos lived and asseciated with
all nationalitics, types, cultural
and intellectusl Tevels, So it has
been j'u.at'[:,r exid that she is an Fndernt
national writer, Althsugh # is
jnteresting to mote that she is

of Spanish, Cuban, French andl
Danish descent, to ask ~what is her
rationality or rage is impertinent,
for she defies categerization. She
wites of the mest umiversal sub-
jeets ——human charaster and human
ﬂ[&ihnﬁﬁi}aa.

She won her first Tawrel for wri-
ting at the age of 12, when she
was learning English in a blie
achoal, Tt was wreilten 1:!?! unentth
ing words from the distionary
with the enthusiasim of an ex~
Torer, and # won a prize. She
I:a& already learned to Tave
writing, for che had started a
diary, in French, on her trip to
Amecrica with the hura.a of Twring

her ts‘lrm-gl.{ father hewe.

This diary is per her most
fabulous a}rmtl-f;ﬁtl’:zznl, for it has
been fai—th'fuﬂy kept ever since and
is a Proustian reflection of the
timnes, She BAuyS that Iiu]nih it
helped her discover certain basic
lements cssential to the witality
of witing = = naturalness and
g.rmhrmi-i}n To the l'i-'l:l‘}-" she also
attributes her ability te follew the
inevitable ern and to obtain a
brgt Pmmrﬁ; wiow of character.
the themes she has discnssedin
ft are the atistie Tife of Pawis, psy-
cheanalysis, the transition from pom-
andicism ta prealism, surcealism,
wormnan i her mhtmﬁir to the

present ~day werld, cte.

Altheough she has mamy other inter-
ests, sueh as }mﬁnmﬂ.ﬂis (she stu-
died wvith Otte Rank in Paris and
(atee practiced for a year in New
%ﬂ‘l‘. wnder his contrdl ); iiwttiﬂgg
decorating and costuming; she has
found writing is hew J.ﬂ:rast e
interest-— the others Tﬂl-t'-z‘_}-' E
secondaavy activities,abvays B
to be integrated inte the

Witim;ﬁ*

Amnais Nin has sadd of wii-
ting: “The medivm ok the
writer is the sensitivity o
his eyes, ears, and heart. ..
the wichest source of crea-
tion is feeling follovwed by
a wvision of its meaning...
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